
Good News
from the Northern Tier

The eleven parishes of the Northern Tier of our diocese
want to share with our sisters and brothers

the good news that we are experiencing.
This is an outgrowth of our
Under One Roof Assembly.

St. Mark’s, New Milford
hosts finale of countywide Big Read

On Sunday afternoon, November 4, the parish house
of St. Mark’s, New Milford, was turned into a cabaret
to mark the end of the two-month countywide program
in which over 700 people from across the county
joined in reading F. Scott Fitzgerald’s celebrated
novel The Great Gatsby. Many of the participants
arrived in period costume.

“St. Mark’s is positioned to allow easy travel
from across the county,” said Betty Mitchell, a
member of St. Mark’s as well as librarian of the Pratt
Memorial Library in New Milford. “We are thrilled
to welcome the Big Read participants to our parish
hall which has been renovated after the 2006 Flood.”

The Big Read program is a nationwide effort by
the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) to
promote literary reading by engaging communities
to read and discuss one book. The Susquehanna

County Literacy Program and the Susquehanna
County Library were awarded a grant from NEA,
and Susquehanna County began the program on
September 8.

“What an incredible two months it has been,”
reports Marilyn Morgan, executive director of the
Susquehanna County Literacy Program. “The
response by people all over our county has been
outstanding. Not only did they sign up to read the
book, but also they joined book discussion groups,
attended special viewings of the movie versions,
and even learned the Charleston. Not only did we
have a wonderful response among our readers, but
also we had an outpouring of talent to assist with
the many activities.  We plan to thank them all at
the reception on November 4.”

Marilyn Morgan, executive director
of the Susquehanna County
Literacy Program, Betty Mitchell, a
member of St. Mark’s, and librarian
of the Pratt Library in New
Milford, and, Father Charles
Cesaretti in period costume, a
member of the steering committee
of the Susquehanna Big Read
Program, at the grand finale of the
county wide program.


